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FAITH         CITYIN THE

Visiting our communities
of belief

Tell us about your 
place of worship
Send its name, address, 
telephone number, E-mail 
address and the name of 
the spiritual leader to:
VOTE@NYDAILYNEWS.COM

Year the 
church was built
“This is the oldest congre-
gation in Brooklyn. The p ar-
ish began in 1654. The ref-
ormation church came to us 
from the Netherlands along 
with the fi rst Dutch set-
tlers. The present church 
is the third building erected 
on this site and was built 
in 1797,” the Rev. Daniel 
Ramm said.

  Flatbush 
Reformed Chur ch
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nReligious affi liation: Reformed 
Church in America.

n Address and neighborhood: 890 
Flatbush Ave., Flatbush.

n Spiritual leader: The Rev.  Daniel 
 Ramm, pastor since January 1988.

n Size and character of congregation: 
“We have about 250 members form-
ing a very multicultural congrega-
tion,” Ramm said. Predominant-
ly West Indian, West African and 
some European. There are fl ags 
in the sanctuary representing 30 

countries on the window sills sur-
rounding the church.”

n   Scheduled servic-
es: On Sunday at 
11 a.m. in English. 
A Reformed and 
Presbyterian ser-
vice is offered at 
5 p.m. by the Rev. 
Samuel Ateiamo  
from Ghana.

n Largest service: 
“Always Easter 
Sunday. On that 
day, we have three 
services, and it’s 
hard to tell, but all 
together more than 400 people at-
tend,” Ramm said.

n Proudest moment: “When we cel-
ebrated our 350th anniversary. We 
had the previous ministers come 
back to celebrate the past and look 
ahead to the future. We also had a 
free welcome breakfast for every-
one in the community ,” said Ramm.

nBiggest issue: “The buildings are 
old and expensive to repair, so there 
are always fi nancial concerns. With 
three buildings and a graveyard, it’s 
a big expense. There’s the s anctu-
ary, the church house with the au-
ditorium, kitchens and gymnasium 
and the old parsonage used for of-
fi ce space and community outreach 
programs,” said Ramm.

n Longest-attending parishioner: 
“Members since the early 1960 s, 
Margret  Long, our Sunday School 
superintendent, and Helen Skro-
but , offi cer in the Women’s Associ-
ation,” said Ramm. “They are both 

very valuable and 
beloved members 
of the church and 
our most dedicat-
ed volunteers.”

nOther services 
and programs of-
ered: An after-

school program 
or the children 

of working par-
ents; the Bread 
or the Journey 

soup kitchen,
which opens ev-
ery Saturday at 1 

p.m., serving hot meals; an exten-
sive food pantry open on Fridays 
at 1 p.m.; and in the summer, a full-
day, eight -week Fairweather Bible 
Camp for  elementary school-age 
children. The church also has tradi-
tional youth groups, Women’s As-
sociation, adult and children choirs 
and a very active Sunday School.

Compiled by Gayle DeWees

Most prized possession
“Actually it’s two things. We 
have the original  Bible that was 
sent to the church in 1654 
from Amsterdam. That was dur-
ing a time when Bibles were 
rare and not everyone had 
one. The other is the children, 
who are the life of the church,” 
Ramm said.

NO HEAT or hot water, old and drafty windows,
leaky ceilings, cracked walls, rat and roach infes-
tation.

Those are just some of the dangerous conditions in
which thousands of low-income tenants, — most of
them Latino and African-American — are forced to raise
their families in the City of New York.

Tired of their situation, hundreds of people living in
distressed housing in Brooklyn staged a protest in front
of the building at 258 Jefferson St., Brooklyn (between
Wilson and Central Aves.).

Owned by David Melendez, 258 Jefferson St. is one of
the buildings included in the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development 2003 Major Problem
Owner list. It now has more Class C violations than it
did in 2003.

Class C violations,
designated as imme-
diately hazardous to
the health of ten-
ants, are required by
law to be fixed with-
in 24 hours by the
landlord. Otherwise
they must be correct-
ed by HPD itself un-
der its emergency re-

pair program.
“This building is one of the worst violators,” said

Irene Tung of Make the Road by Walking, a Bushwick
community group. “Actually, we were told that HPD is
planning on initiating judicial action against it.”

The tenants were protesting not only the horrible liv-
ing conditions but also the fact that the city’s failure to
enforce its own housing code has condemned them to
live like that.

Irania Sánchez’s daily suffering makes the problem
crystal clear.

She is a tenant in the building where the protest took
place, and she reports that she has to live with rats, cock-
roaches, bedbugs, plumbing and electrical defects,
holes in the floors and broken locks.

Sánchez said that she has been calling HPD for six
long years ago to complain and said HPD “has not
stopped in all this time.”

Finally, the city recently inspected her apartment and
removed lead paint. Yet her home still has more than 20
violations.

In fact, the statistics are staggering. Of the 1,533 build-
ings identified in 2003 by HPD as seriously distressed,
438 now have more Class C violations.

And 1,028 still have four or more housing mainte-
nance code violations per unit.

Actually, because each of the buildings can have hun-
dreds of violations, there are about 60,000 “immediately
hazardous” Class C housing code violations in the city,
according to an estimate by the mayor’s office. And fully
40% of them remain unrepaired for more than a year.

According to Mayor Bloomberg’s own management
report in fiscal year 2005, housing code violations have
reached epidemic proportions. Nearly 125,000 heat and
hot water complaints were lodged with the HPD last
year by families suffering in freezing temperatures.

“And there are thousands of violations more that are
never reported,” Tung said.

Also on Thursday, Make the Road by Walking,
ACORN, NYCAHN and other members of Housing Here
& Now, a broad coalition of more than 100 tenant organi-
zations, clergy, unions and advocates, released “Hazard-
ous Homes, How New York City Fails its Tenants,” a re-
port documenting the Bloomberg administration’s lack
of action.

Among its recommendations are that HPD conduct
followup inspections to ensure that repairs have been
made, and also give tenants the right to withhold rent
payments if the landlord does not make the required im-
provements.

Common-sense measures that could go a long way to-
ward improving the health and the quality of life of thou-
sands of mainly low-income New Yorkers.

aruiz@nydailynews.com
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They’ll rally
for a decent
place to live
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Russian drama experiment
Famed theater
to stage Shaw
and Williams

BY VERONIKA BELENKAYA
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

ALL THE world is a stage.
For the Sovremennik Moscow

Theater anyway. The premier
Russian theater troupe came to
New York this weekend to daz-
zle the audiences with two
plays from its repertoire — all
part of the theater’s 50th anni-
versary celebration.

Ironically, both plays were originally
written in English, but that is precisely
part of the charm of the visit, says the
theater’s artistic director and legendary
Russian actress Galina Volchek.

“We’re bringing Tennessee Williams’
‘Sweet Bird of Youth’ and George Ber-
nard Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ here,” said
Volchek in a press conference at Globe
Institute of Technology last week before
the curtains went up on Friday and Satur-
day nights.

“This is an experiment,” she said with
the confident smile of a woman who
knows the theater business inside out.
But even Volchek, who has more than 50
years of theater and film experience
under her belt, was nervous about letting
the American press know about their ad-
aptation of the great playwrights’ works.
And she was not alone.

“We didn’t bring a Russian play, but a
play that belongs to this land,” said Mari-
na Kovalyova, co-founder and CEO of
the Firebird Group, which orchestrated
the troupe’s performances at Foxwoods
Casino in Connecticut.

Kovalyova said the troupe now regrets
not making an effort to reach beyond the
Russian community for the troupe’s visit
because they have received a number of
inquiries and gotten a lot of positive
press coverage.

“We got scared.” she explained.
The last time the troupe visited New

York was in 1997, when they performed
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters” and two other

plays on Broadway to rave reviews.
Lack of non-Russians in the audience

aside, Volchek was thrilled with the pros-
pect of a fellow and former Russian audi-
ence.

“The people here are not coming by
chance; they are overcoming a distance
for a dialogue with us,” Volchek said at
the press conference.

“It’s the people who came here as
adults, who left everything there. But it is
also their children and grandchildren

who were born here and have a different
sense of right and wrong. I want to see
them.”

Her request was granted by some 200
students from Globe Institute of Technol-
ogy who organized trips to Connecticut
to see the plays.

“It’s very important that the youth
comes,” Volchek said.

Anna Timko, 21, a first-year student at
the Institute came to America at the age
of 8, but she was just as eager to see the

play as the next, older immigrant.
“My mother told me about her, and I’ve

seen her in a lot of movies,” said Timko,
who lives in Brighton Beach.

“Galina Volchek is very big. I’m very
excited. I don’t see a lot of Russian the-
ater, so it’s something new.”

As for the comparison between Rus-
sia’s audiences and those in America,
Volchek was firm on the matter: “There
is no big difference. There are only good
and bad audiences.”

vbelenkaya@nydailynews.com

Prima ballerina’s b’day
MOSCOW — The Bolshoi Theater

celebrated the 80th birthday of one of
Russia’s greatest ballerinas, Maya
Plisetskaya, Friday, with a new version
of “Carmen Suite,” danced by
Svetlana Zakharova,
the Bolshoi’s new
prima ballerina.

Plisetskaya was
orphaned and branded
a “daughter of an enemy of the peo-
ple” at the age of 11 in 1937, when
her father disappeared into the Soviet
gulag and her mother was arrested.
Plisetskaya fought back to become
one of two ballerinas in the Soviet
period awarded the title “Prima Balleri-
na Assoluta.”

Art will return to Russia
BERN, Switzerland — Switzerland

ordered a major collection of French
masterpieces — including paintings
by Van Gogh, Cezanne and Picasso —
to be returned to Moscow’s Pushkin

State Art Museum after
police seized the art-
works in a debt dispute
between a Swiss compa-
ny and the Russian

government.
The 54 paintings — valued at $1

billion for insurance purposes — had
been on loan for an exhibit in the
southern Swiss canton of Valais.
Police seized them on orders of a
Geneva court, but the Swiss govern-
ment stepped in and ordered their

return on Wednesday.

Human rights appeal
MOSCOW — Top Russian rights

activists accused the Kremlin of
violating the human rights of its
citizens and urged Western Europe to
stop President Vladimir Putin from
returning to a “totalitarian past.”

In a strongly worded appeal reminis-
cent of dissidents’ letters in Soviet
times, a who’s who of Russian rights
activists urged European Union lead-
ers on Wednesday to recognize con-
victed criminals as political prisoners.

Among the signatories were
Helsinki Group head Lyudmila Alexeye-
va; Soviet-era dissidents Valeriya
Novodvorskaya and Gleb Yakunin and
rights leader Sergei Kovalyov.

TAKE THE BUS TO 

New Tours • 718-934-7644 
Pay $28 for your Bus Ticket and
Receive a $54 Bonus Package!

Includes 4 ($10) Match Plays and a Free Buffet.
Limit one Bonus Package per person. Must be 21 years or older.

Departures from
Brooklyn & Queens 

BRYAN SMITH

Russian actress Galina Volchek, the artistic director of the Sovremennik Moscow Theater, reveals weekend offerings.

HOME
N E W S F R O M

RUSSIAN BEAT
S

un
da

y,
N

ov
em

be
r

2
0
,
2
0
0
5

D
A

IL
Y

N
EW

S
 

K
S
I

6


